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Companion Pillow, named bGuard, designed by a multinational and
multidisciplinary team enrolled in the European Project Semester (EPS) at
Instituto Superior de Engenharia do Porto (ISEP) in the spring of 2019.
Nowadays, parents spend most of the day at work and become naturally worried
about the well-being of their young children, specially babies. The aim of
bGuard is to provide a 24-hour remotely accessible baby monitoring service,
contributing to reduce parenting stress. The team, based on the survey of
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related products, as well as on marketing, sustainability, ethics and
deontology analyses, developed a remotely interactive Smart Companion Pillow
to monitor the baby's health and room air quality. The collected data, once
it is saved on an Internet of Things (IoT) platform, becomes remotely
accessible. The bGuard pillow, thanks to its shape, reduces the risk of the
baby rolling from back to tummy, lowering the risk of Sudden Infant Death
Syndrome (SIDS).",
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based monitoring, Bicycle monitoring",
    abstract = "This paper proposes the smart phone as a central monitoring
device for the bicycle and the WIFI network as a communication channel
between the smart phone and the sensors. It will show how to implement the
sensor boards with WIFI and relevant firmware, the software on the smart
phone to communicate with the sensor boards and the evaluation results with
the open source software called Goldencheetah. The knowledge in this paper
is not limited to bicycles but can be expanded to any other monitoring
systems using the remote sensors based on smart phone."
}
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Alternative, Viscosity, Volatility",
    abstract = "As a renewable, sustainable and alternative fuel for diesel
engine, biodiesel instead of diesel has been increasingly fuelled to study
its effects on engine performances and emissions. Biodiesel production is a
modern and technological area for researchers due to constant increase in
the prices of petroleum, diesel, and environmental advantages. Increased
environmental awareness and depletion of resources are driving industry to
develop viable alternative fuels from renewable resources that are
environmentally more acceptable. Neem oil is a potential alternative fuel.
The most detrimental properties of neem oils are its high viscosity and low
volatility, and these cause several problems during their long duration
usage in diesel engines. From the review it is found that the use of
biodiesel leads to the substantial reduction in CO2, HC, CO and NOx
emissions."
}
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behaviour: An application of head-mounted immersive virtual reality",
    journal = "Transportation Research Part F: Traffic Psychology and
Behaviour",
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    author = "Anae Sobhani and Bilal Farooq",
    keywords = "Head-mounted immersive virtual reality, Pedestrian,
Distracted street crossing, Multi-tasking, Smartphone use, Surrogate
analysis, Smart LED lights safety treatment",
    abstract = "A novel head-mounted virtual immersive/interactive reality
environment (VIRE) is utilized to evaluate the behaviour of participants in
three pedestrian road crossing conditions while 1) not distracted, 2)
distracted with a smartphone, and 3) distracted with a smartphone with a
virtually implemented safety measure on the road. Forty-two volunteers
participated in our research who completed thirty successful (complete
crossing) trials in blocks of ten trials for each crossing condition. For
the two distracted conditions, pedestrians are engaged in a maze-solving
game on a virtual smartphone, while at the same time checking the traffic
for a safe crossing gap. For the proposed safety measure, smart flashing and
color changing LED lights are simulated on the crosswalk to warn the
distracted pedestrian who initiates crossing. Surrogate safety measures as
well as speed information and distraction attributes such as direction and
orientation of participants head were collected and evaluated by employing a
Multinomial Logit (MNL) model. Results from the model indicate that females
have more dangerous crossing behaviour especially in distracted conditions;
however, the smart LED treatment reduces this negative impact. Moreover, the
number of times and the percentage of duration the head was facing the
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smartphone during a trial and a waiting time respectively increase the
possibility of unsafe crossings; though, the proposed treatment reduces the
safety crossing rate. Hence, our study shows that the smart LED light safety
treatment indeed improves the safety of distracted pedestrians and enhances
the successful crossing rate."
}
 
@article{Obayashi2020,
    title = "Pilot and Feasibility Study on Elderly Support Services Using
Communicative Robots and Monitoring Sensors Integrated With Cloud Robotics",
    journal = "Clinical Therapeutics",
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    keywords = "activities of daily living, cloud robotics, communicative
robot, elderly care, robotics utilization, support services",
    abstract = "Purpose
    This pilot before-after study investigated the possible effects of
communicative robots, used with a sensing system supported by cloud
robotics, in caring for elderly people.
    Methods
    Two elderly women in nursing homes and 4 care workers participated in
the trial. The overnight life rhythm assessments of the study participants
and care workers were surveyed to determine when and how the robots should
be integrated into care. The system consisted of the robot Sota, a
noncontact vital sensor and a sheet-shaped bed sensor. Real-time sensing
data and conversations between the participants and robots were sent to the
servers, prompting a quick verbal response by the robot supported by cloud
robotics.
    Findings
    Care workers devoted 3 h to the maintenance of records during their most
stressful periods. Automatic recording of vital information using robot
sensors can improve the quality of nursing care work. Care workers' stress
levels were maximized when responding to nurse calls. Temporary responses to
nurse calls by the robots may help to effectively reduce the burden on
nursing care workers. Robots can stimulate elderly people to communicate
more with others (P < 0.05). Appropriate vocalization by communicative
robots may prevent the deterioration of quality of life in elderly
individuals.
    Implications
    Communicative robots, used with a sensing system, may stimulate elderly
people to activate a communication link with others and help care workers to
effectively reduce the burden during the night shift. A follow-up study
involving a broader research program on communicative robots and elderly
care would be beneficial."
}
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    title = "Study on the wintry thermal improvement of makeshift shelters
built after Nepal earthquake 2015",
    journal = "Energy and Buildings",
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    pages = "62 - 71",
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    doi = "https://doi.org/10.1016/j.enbuild.2019.06.031",
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    author = "Rita Thapa and Hom Bahadur Rijal and Masanori Shukuya and
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temperature, Thermal insulation, Thermal improvement",
    abstract = "After massive earthquake 2015, thousands of Nepalese who
lost their permanent houses by the hardest hits were forced to live in
makeshift temporary shelters. The field measurement on indoor thermal
environment in five shelters was conducted in one of the district hit by the
earthquake, Lalitpur, in winter. The mean indoor and outdoor air
temperatures during the measured nighttime were found to be 10.3 °C and 7.6
°C, respectively, and the nocturnal indoor air temperature remained below
the lowest acceptable temperature of 11 °C. This result assured that these
shelters are not good for winter and must create various problems. We
therefore analyzed the thermal characteristics of those shelters based on
the measured results in order to seek a possible improvement. The total heat
loss coefficient estimated per floor area in five shelters ranged from 11.3
to 15.2 W/(m2·K); that is thermal insulation was very low. We made a simple
numerical analysis on the variation of indoor air temperature with the
assumption of improved thermal characteristics and thereby found that it
needs to be reduced about 2∼7 W/(m2·K) to have the indoor air temperature
higher than 11 °C for 70\% of the whole nocturnal hours. Such reduction of
heat loss was found to be realized by adding affordable materials, e.g.,
cellular polyethylene foam and clothes for respective walls and roof. Thus,
the knowledge obtained from this study should hopefully be applied to actual
improvement of indoor thermal environment in existing shelters and also to a
development for the preparation against future disaster."
}
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  abstract = {One of the many definitions of "cloud" is that of an
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predestined to perform reconnaissance of unknown areas and moreover for
navigation tasks in familiar environment. Due to the inability of most
autonomous indoor aerial vehicles to carry heavy sensors, these systems lack
of metrical information and therefore the explicit localization is yet
impossible until today. The behaviour-based navigation is combined with a
variety of path-planning methods (tree-search, potential fields, etc.) using
obstacle-maps of known surroundings enabling the robot to acquire a desired
position in a correspondent cluster of rooms.}
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do not have time to manually check the diaper condition of the babies
throughout the day. In this age of smart devices, many people are busy with
their cell phones or tablets for social networking, texting, gaming, music
etc. In this project, a novel wearable gadget is developed which sends an
automatic notification to caregivers smart devices whenever the baby
urinates. The proposed wearable detects urination event noninvasively by
sensing the temperature rise on the outer surface of the diaper. The gadget
is a small size, low power, low cost and reusable electronic device that is
attached externally to the outer surface of the diaper using hook-and-Ioop
fasteners. The gadget can be used with any disposable diaper, thus no change
in the diaper production process or price increase is required. The
smartphone app logs the urination events and creates databases and reports.
This record can facilitate treating disease such as dehydration, where
accurate previous records of urination are required. A prototype of the
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